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Abstract 

 

Examines into the recent phenomena of suburban and rural school shootings in Moses 

Lake, WA, Littleton, CO, Jonesboro, AR, Santee, CA, Springfield, OR, and others. 

Included is an in-depth description of the Columbine high school shooting. Focuses on 

the personalities of the shooters, attempts to figure the causes behind the shootings, and 

examines some of the potential solutions.  
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Introduction: 

 

 Moses Lake, Washington. Pearl, Mississippi. West Paducah, Kentucky. 

Jonesboro, Arkansas. Springfield, Oregon. Littleton, Colorado. Santee, California. There 

was no reason why anybody outside of their local vicinities should have ever heard of 

these towns, and until a few years ago, very few people had. But all these towns have 

something in common, something that made these towns household names. They have all 

been the sites of recent school shootings (Infoplease.com, 2003). 

 The names are fairly well known, as well. Barry Loukaitis, Luke Woodham, 

Michael Carneal, Mitchell Johnson, Andrew Golden, Kip Kinkel, Andy Williams, and 

most of all, Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris. 

 Violence at schools is nothing new. Inner-city schools have been affected by 

gangs, drugs, and fights for years. For students at urban schools, dealing with the violent 

deaths of their peers is a fact of life.  But there are numerous differences between what 

occurs in urban schools and this new plague of violence.  

 These schools are suburban or rural. The killers are white, middle or upper-middle 

class. They frequently come from intact, stable families (Cornell, 1999). The killings 

have not happened after school, in parks and alleys or on the street, but rather in the 

school buildings themselves, in classrooms and libraries and cafeterias, in the areas that 

are supposed to be the safest locations for our children to be. (Mulvey & Coffman, 2001; 

Knickerbocker, 1999). 

 In fact, the school shootings do not appear to be like any other form of teen 

violence at all. Most teen violence tends to occur without a great deal of premeditation, 
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tends to have one or two people targeted (even if innocent bystanders are killed in the 

process), and is generally done secretively, such as a drive-by shooting or sneaking up on 

someone to attack him or her. The recent school shootings, on the other hand, were 

premeditated high-profile affairs in which victims were more or less chosen at random. 

 Teen violence is down overall (Kleck, 1999; Knickerbocker, 1999; Streisand et al, 

2001), indicating perhaps that some of our prevention and security measures are working. 

However, this new form of teen crime is increasing at a staggering rate as copy-cat 

violence and displaced hero worship occurs (searching the internet for Eric Harris or 

Dylan Klebold, the Columbine shooters, will show, among other things, tribute sites and 

sites vowing to “carry on their legacy.” ). 

 As such, it is necessary that we examine the differences between the school 

shootings and other forms of teen violence and develop differing means of dealing with 

and preventing it. 

 

Selected Cases: 

 

Moses Lake, Washington, February 2, 1996: 

 The first recent high profile school shooting saw Barry Loukaitis, 14 years old, 

dress up like a gunslinger, wearing two pistols and carrying a rifle and 78 rounds of 

ammunition. He walked into his algebra class at Frontier Junior High School, killed two 

students and a teacher and wounded two other students. He attempted to take hostages, 

but another teacher was able to wrestle him down and subdue him. 
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 Loukaitis was described as an angry child who came from a family that had some 

mental health issues and had undergone a fairly recent divorce. He often dealt with his 

anger through writing poetry, some of which foreshadowed his violent action. 

“Murder.”  It’s my first murder 

I’m at the point of no return 

I look at his body on the floor 

Killing a bastard that deserves to die 

Ain’ t nuthin’  like it in the world But he sure did bleed a lot (“Youth’s Poems” , 

1998). 

 

West Paducah, Kentucky, December 1, 1997: 

 Some students were participating in a prayer circle when freshman Michael 

Carneal, 14, opened fire on them. Three were killed, five wounded. Carneal’s family was 

described as very prominent and stable. Carneal, however, was beginning to have minor 

discipline problems and declining grades, and was beginning to hang out with the Gothic 

crowd at school (Porter, 2002). 

  

Jonesboro, Arkansas, March 24, 1998. 

 A fire alarm was pulled at Westside Middle School, and as students and teachers 

evacuated the building, they were shot at by 13-year old Mitchell Johnson and 11-year 

old Andrew Golden, both of whom were dressed in military fatigues and hiding in the 

woods. Four students and one teacher were killed and ten others were wounded. 
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 The two boys, in contrast to other school shootings, were described as bullies. 

Johnson was also known for bragging and was quoted as saying “Everyone that hates me, 

everyone that I don’t like is going to die.”  (Preston, 1998). 

 Like many children in the rural south, they had access to weapons because they 

liked to go hunting after school. There is no law against children in Arkansas possessing 

firearms, though it is illegal to bring them to a school. In that area of Arkansas, people are 

not alarmed when they see young children with guns (“ After school shooting” , 1998). 

 

Springfield, Oregon, May 21, 1998. 

 Kip Kinkel, 15, killed his parents, then went to school and opened fire in the 

cafeteria, killing two and wounding 22. He had been arrested the previous day for 

bringing a gun to school, yet was released to his parents. 

 Kinkel’s family was stable, but they had to devote an inordinate amount of energy 

into dealing with his problems, which almost certainly had to put a strain on them. Kinkel 

frequently spoke of murderous desires, once saying “ I want to have all the firepower I 

can so I can kill as many people as I can.”  (Jacoby, 1998). His writings were equally 

disturbing: “Every single person I know means nothing to me. I hate every person on this 

earth. I wish they could all go away. You all make me sick. I wish I was dead.”  (“An 

Excerpt” , 1999). He reported hearing voices and psychologists suggested he may have 

been bipolar or schizophrenic, though they could not make a clear diagnosis because of 

his age (Psychops.com, 1999). 
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Littleton, Colorado. April 20, 1999. 

 Columbine high school was the site of the largest high school shooting in U.S. 

history, and it should have been a lot worse. Eric Harris, 18, and Dylan Klebold, 17, 

wandered the halls, cafeteria, and library of the school, shooting whoever they saw. The 

rampage lasted nearly an hour, left 12 students and one teacher dead and 23 injured, most 

critically. Finally, Klebold and Harris shot themselves in the library. 

It should have been a lot worse. They had placed several bombs in the school 

building, and Harris was an expert bomb maker who had detonated several in practice 

(Brown & Merritt, 2002). Yet none of them exploded and surveillance cameras clearly 

show Klebold firing at one in frustration. Klebold and Harris had planned this incident 

for at least a year and had intended to kill at least 500 students, even expecting to be 

standing outside the school shooting people as they escaped.  

 This incident will be covered more in depth later in this paper. 

 

Santee, California. March 5, 2001. 

 Charles Andrew “Andy”  Williams, 15, fired from a bathroom at Santana High 

School, killing two students and injuring 13. On the surface, Williams was a friendly, 

quiet kid. But he was also a troubled kid, still dealing with the effects of his mother 

leaving the family 10 years earlier. He was rather small, seemingly insignificant, and easy 

to ignore when he bragged about his ideas to shoot up the school (Streisand et al, 2001). 
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Surviving the Shootings: 

 

 Without a doubt, these incidents are the most traumatic events that have happened 

to the survivors in their young lives. It seems unlikely that anybody who watched the 

news footage of the students running from Columbine high school could be unaffected by 

it. It would be unfathomable to picture what it would have been like to be in the library, 

under a table, pretending to be dead, covered in the blood of two dead friends lying next 

to you, waiting for a bullet to enter your body, as Craig Scott did. In addition to dealing 

with that trauma, he had to discover, upon leaving the school, that his older sister Rachel 

was among the dead, having been shot while she sat outside having lunch. So, of course, 

were several of his close friends, including the two that died under the table with him. 

 The families have had to cope in their own ways, and some have been able to 

better than others. The Scotts have published their daughter’s journals and declarations of 

her religious faith, including their own comments and interpretations (Nimmo, Scott, &  

Rabey, 2000; Scott, Nimmo, & Klingsporn, 2001; Scott & Rabey, 2002). In addition, 

Darrell Scott, Rachel and Craig’s father, tours the country speaking out against violence 

and for prayer in schools. Cassie Bernall’s mother, Misty, wrote a biography of her 

daughter entitled “She Said Yes,”  referring to the question reportedly asked by one of the 

killers as to whether she believed in God (Bernall, 2000). Incidentally, the same question 

was reportedly asked of Rachel Scott and of Valeen Schnurr, who was injured but 

survived.  

 Natalie Hintz was one of the victims of Barry Loukaitis in Moses Lake, WA. She 

survived, but has lost the use of her right hand and most of the arm. She had been an 
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athlete and pianist, but unable to do either now, she has started acting and studying drama 

(Zornes, 2000). 

  Alice Fritz, whose son Arnie was killed by Loukaitis, says for several weeks she 

had to refer to the incident as an “accident,”  as she could not bring herself to accept that 

her son was murdered. When she went to court, she was surprised to see that she could 

not harbor any hatred for Loukaitis—she could see that he was suffering and that his 

many cries for help had been ignored. She speaks out for better handling of student 

threats and counseling (Fritz, n.d.). 

 Andy Williams, the killer at Santana high school in Santee, California, and his 

father have developed a website, http://www.andyspeaks.com, to allow Andy to 

communicate with the outside world and foster discussion of youth violence prevention 

and also to give outsiders a view of the juvenile justice system from a first hand 

perspective. 

Some, unfortunately, have not coped. Anne Marie Hochholter, a Columbine 

student, was shot in the spine and partially paralyzed, but survived. Six months later, 

while she and her father were at a local elementary school thanking students who had 

raised funds for victims, her mother Carla walked into a pawn shop, asked to see a gun, 

loaded it, and shot herself (Keene-Osborn, et al, 1999). 

 Jennie Luiten, an eyewitness to the Loukaitis killings, silently contemplated 

suicide for two years. It wasn’ t until she was overheard by her father mentioning it to a 

reporter that she got help. She mentioned that Moses Lake school officials have 

overestimated the resiliency of the students and as such have not been willing or able to 

help them cope with it. The incident occurred at the middle school and the high school 
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had been acting as though nothing had happened. The principal stated that he was not 

aware of any students still having any problems (only two years later). Counseling 

through Grant County Mental Health was only made available for a few months—

anybody needing more needed to seek help privately. And in a final move by the school 

system seen as insensitive, a memorial that had been placed in the classroom where the 

shootings had occurred was torn down during a renovation and never replaced (Lombard, 

n.d.). 

 

A Look at Columbine: 

 

 April 20. Adolf Hitler’s birthday. The day that marijuana smokers celebrate as 

their pro-legalization holiday. The day Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold attempted to 

completely destroy a school and every life in it. 

 Eric Harris was a military child whose family had moved around several times 

throughout his childhood. He reportedly struggled greatly with each move, with leaving 

friends behind. He never considered anyplace home, especially not Littleton, Colorado 

and Columbine high school. Harris’  brother was the kicker for the Columbine football 

team, and Harris could have played on the soccer team but chose not to. Instead, he was 

heavily into computers and fantasy sports leagues.  

 Dylan Klebold had lived in Littleton almost his whole life. He was a gifted child, 

chosen to participate in a special gifted program throughout his elementary years. There, 

rather than finding support for his intelligence, he found competition to the point of 

classmates sabotaging his work to get ahead. A quiet, introverted child, he internalized 
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